
 

 
1. Dance in the rain. 

 
2. While you’re at it - jump in the puddles. 

 
3. Chase lightning bugs. 

 
4. Camp out in the backyard. Having a tent would be a bonus, but really; why not 

sleep under the stars one night? 
 

5. Feed the ducks. Pull out the old stale bread or the heel of the bread that no one 
eats and feed it to the ducks! 

 
6. Play flashlight tag. 

 
7. Create a chalk masterpiece. If you are friends with your neighbors and they don’t 

mind, draw them a message on their driveway! 
 

8. Go hiking.  
 

9. Even more fun? Go hiking the day after it rains. 
 

10.Have a bonfire.  
 

11.Fly a kite. 
 

12.Go swimming.  
 

13.Go geocaching.  
 

14.Get family or friends together for outdoor games. Play in the yard if it’s big 
enough or head to a local park for kickball, football, tag, soccer, etc. The more 
the merrier! 

 
15.Have a picnic (in the backyard, at the beach, at the park, on a mountain, in the 

living room!) 
 

16.Have a water gun fight.  
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17.Have a water balloon fight.  

 
18.Go for a bike ride.  

 
19.Play at the park. 

 
20.Run through the sprinkler. 

 
21.Hit up a splash pad. 

 
22.Head to the mall play place for the kids to play! 

 
23.While you’re at the mall - walk it. Get your exercise in. (Malls generally open 

early so walkers can walk before stores open. It’s a great way to get the wiggles 
out when it’s raining or cold and the mall isn’t busy.) 

 
24.Make a scavenger hunt. Either for home, outside at home, the park, or the mall. 

 
25.Make a treasure map for home, outside the home, the park, or the mall. Have the 

treasure be something cute and fun - candy, a new movie, a new game, a picnic, 
etc. 

 
26.Head to the library. My kids could spend an entire day there looking at books, 

reading, and making new friends in the kids section! 
 

27.Fast food play places. There have been many times that we met up with friends 
so that us mommies could chat while the kids play. (We do this often in the 
summers in Arizona because it’s too hot to be outside!) 

 
28.Play card and board games! Some of our favorite family games are BINGO, Pie 

Face, Candy Land, Chutes and Ladders, or teach the kids how to play card 
games! 

 
29.Build a card house. 

 
30.Build a fort. (Chairs, furniture, bed sheets, pillow - no cost fun!) Go one step 

further and sleep in it that night! 
 

31.Draw a cartoon. Using a pad of paper, draw a picture on each one so that when 
you flip through it, it looks animated. 

 
32.Write a play with the kids and then act it out for family and friends. 
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33.Write a story together and then type it out so they all have their own copy of the 
book. 

 
34.Do volunteer work with your kids in the community. Volunteer at a homeless 

shelter, church, food bank, senior citizens center. Find something to give back to 
the community together as a family. 

 
35.Write letters to family and friends. Or find a pen pal that is the same age as your 

kids! 
 

36.Draw cards and pictures for the military overseas or seniors in a citizen center. 
 

37.Craft. You can find tons of crafts on my Pinterest arts and craft board! If you keep 
craft supplies on hand, it keeps the activity cheap. If not, you can find craft 
supplies at the dollar store or search for deals and sales! (I have had luck finding 
super cheap, sometimes free, craft supplies on Craigslist.) 

 
38.Do a fun and random photo shoot with the kids! Let them dress up, do each 

other’s hair and take fun pictures of them. Let them feel like models! 
 

39.Have makeovers. 
 

40.Try to set a world record. Visit www.guinnessworldrecords.com and try to beat 
some world records! It may not happen, but I bet you and the kids will have fun 
trying! 

 
41.Read a book. All of you can read a book silently and alone. One person can read 

aloud to the others OR, each person take a turn reading aloud. (Educational, fun, 
and free!) 

 
42.Make homemade playdough (and the of course, build with it!) You can find TONS 

of recipes on Pinterest! 
 

43.Have a fashion show. Alone or with some friends, family, or neighbor kids. Dress 
up and have a cat walk. It’s all about imagination and having fun! 

 
44. Instead of live acting a play; make a movie! Write it with the kids and then record 

it being acted out! 
 

45.Keep it simple - host a playdate. It can be in your home. It can be in your 
backyard. It can be in the park. Invite some friends or family members with kids 
that are the same age as your kids. 
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46.Bubble baths for everyone! Enough said! (And if you have opposite genders; 
have them wear swimsuits!) If it’s hot outside, take the bubble path to an outdoor 
kid pool! 

 
47.Blow bubbles! (And then use #48 to clean off!) 

 
48.Kid pools. Period. They can be so fun to just let the kids hang out and play in.  

 
49.Gather some neighbors, friends, family; and host a talent show.  

 
50.You can always clean house (just saying!) 

 
51.Coloring! You can buy coloring books and crayons at the dollar store or you can 

print coloring pages from the internet. 
 

52.Make homemade ice cream. Short of needing a few ingredients; you can make 
ice cream pretty cheap. And without an ice cream maker! 

 
53.Plant a garden.  

 
54.Exercise. Go for a walk. Turn on some aerobics or Zumba on YouTube. My kids 

think exercising to YouTube videos is fun and funny! It’s always a ton of laughs! 
{Although that does sort of defeat the screen free, but it’s still fun!} 

 
55.Do yoga!! 

 
56.Play restaurant. This is one of my kids’ favorite imagination games! Papa actually 

wrote a menu and stuck it to their wall so they have a menu to order from!  
 

57.Keep it simple and use juice, yogurt, Kool Aid, etc and make homemade 
popsicles using paper cups and craft sticks. 

 
58.Using stuff around the house, make musical instruments and start a band! 

 
59.Throw on some tunes and have a dance party! 

 
60.Pull out photos - legit, film photos - and look at them with the kids! Nothing like a 

walk down memory lane with the kids! 
 

61.Using what you already have; make an indoor obstacle course with the kids. 
 

62.Make puppets out of paper bags; paper plates with sticks; or use stuffed animals 
and dolls as puppets and put on a puppet show. 

 
63.Go camping.  
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64.Have a garage sale! 

 
65.Have a bake day with the kids! 

 
66.Tie dye clothing. You can tie dye shoes, shirts, hats, towels. 

 
67.Go play mini golf. Don’t want to go ‘out’. Get a kid golf set (you know the plastic 

kind) and make a mini golf course at home. You can use things already in the 
home to create fun obstacles. 

 
68.Go to a play at the local theater or children’s theater. Some places have the 

dinner theaters that are fun to go to depending on (a) the play and (b) your child’s 
age. 

 
69.Go to the museum. There are usually plenty to chose from; the children’s 

museum, science museum, fire museum, etc. 
 

70.Decorate t shirts using iron ons and or puffy paint. Or you can get fabric markers 
too! 

 
71.Paint pottery. You can go to a studio that offers it or you can usually purchase 

sets with everything included and you can do it at home! 
 

72.Paint! Furniture, canvas, paper - just paint! 
 

73.Head over to the local community center for some playtime (and socializing!) 
 

74.Have a neighborhood carnival. Use your imagination and use what you have to 
make games. The dollar store has cheap prizes, too! 

 
75.Go shopping (this has never been my favorite thing to do, but if you have a kid 

who likes to shop - why not!) 
 

76.Make a slip and slide from a tarp. (Dishwasher soap and a flat, non rocky surface 
are perfect for a homemade slip and slide!) 

 
77.Go to the water park. 

 
78.Go roller skating. 

 
79.Go ice skating. (Shoot, even Arizona has ice skating arenas!) 

 
80.Go to the zoo! 
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81.Head out to the aquarium. 
 

82.Go to the batting cages. 
 

83.Play catch! 
 

84.Go to an amusement park for the day. 
 

85.Head to the arcade. 
 

86.Go bowling (our youngest has been bowling since she could walk! Hooray for 
ramps and bumpers!) 

 
87.Go to the movies. See if you have a local discount theater to save on money! 

{Again, defeats screen time, but at least you’re out of the house, right!?} 
 

88.Have a tea party. 
 

89.Attend a sporting event. 
 

90.Road trip! Climb in the car and just go. We usually go for about an hour drive 
down to one of the lakes where we can eat at a cheap restaurant right on the 
water. It gets us out of the house for the day and doesn’t cost us an arm and a 
leg. Pack a lunch and snacks to make it even cheaper! 

 
91.Go to the beach. 

 
92.Have a car wash. Wash your cars, wash the toy cars. Let’s be real, anything with 

water is always a win! 
 

93.Play hopscotch or teach the kids 4 square! 
 

94.Visit a Farmer’s Market or a ‘U Pick’ produce market! 
 

95.Play 20 questions! {This is a new family favorite when we go out and have to wait 
somewhere!} 

 
96.Print out some Mad Libs from online! 

 
97.Got snow? Go sledding! 

 
98.Build a snowman. 

 
99.Make friendship bracelets for your friends. 
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100. Play HORSE (you know, basketball!) 
 

101. Gather your favorite recipes and make a cookbook. 
 

102. Make a fairy garden! (This is top on my wish list of things to do!) 
 

103. Be a kid with your kid! Do all of the above with them!! 
 
 
Looking for more to do? 
 
Be sure to check out our ‘Things to Do’ tab on ExperiencingParenthood.com! 
 
If you are local to Arizona, we even have an Arizona events tab! 
 
Have something you want to include? Feel free to email us your idea at 
leila@experiencingparenthood.com with your idea, first name, and last initial and we will 
be sure to share it! 
 
Enjoy! xo 

Leila 
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